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Religious Education Policy

Introduction:

St. Tola’s Primary School is a Catholic school under the patronage of Bishop Tom Deenihan. We
promote religious education for the pupils in accordance with the doctrines, practices and ethos of
the Catholic Church.

Our school is in the parish of Delvin, Co Westmeath. The Parish Priest and chairperson of our BOM
is Fr. Seamus Heaney.

Rationale:

This policy has been formulated following a consultative process. The Principal, staff, Board of
Management and parents were involved with drafting and reviewing this policy.

It was devised to provide clear guidelines for teachers to inform the teaching and learning of
Religion.

Relationship to the Characteristic Spirit of the School:

St. Tola’s N.S. is a Catholic school. The Board and the Staff promote respect for all and value each
member of the school community. The school’s mission statement promotes the spirit of
inclusiveness and the principles of equality.

Mission Statement:
As a Christian community we aim to be a warm and welcoming place, respectful and
accommodating of diversity in race, culture, religion, gender and ability.

School Procedures:

Our school enrols pupils of other faiths or no faith in the school, subject to full enrolment criteria
and respects their beliefs and practices in accordance with the school ethos of inclusivity.

Every child is welcome into the school having satisfied enrolment procedures, however the school
cannot undertake to educate children of other faiths in their own faith. Arrangements are made
within each class or year group to accommodate children who do not take part in the religious
education programme.

All Catholic feasts are celebrated.

» Christmas — tree and cribs, Christmas Stories, Carol services, visit to local nursing homes to
entertain patients.

* Feast of St. Patrick — depiction of story and shamrock, St. Patrick’s Day Cards and art work,
relevant hymns.

* Lent — Symbols of repentance, visit of local clergy to school to school to distribute ashes/visit to
church on Ash Wednesday.

» Easter — Easter cards, story of the death of Jesus and resurrection, artwork and workbooks.

» Observance of Holy Days of Obligation.

The Aim of religious education in a Catholic School:
The aim of Religious Education is to help children mature in relation to their spiritual, moral and
religious lives, through their encounter with, exploration and celebration of their Catholic faith.

Liturgical Celebrations:

The school celebrates the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation.
Children receive the sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Holy Communion in both
the Church of St. Livinius, Killulagh and the Church of the Assumption, Delvin. Children are
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prepared thoroughly in all aspects of these sacraments by the individual class teachers in keeping
with the Catholic ethos of the school.

School Enrolment:

Visitors, parents and children know that we are a Catholic School

The Schedule for the Catholic School is on display in the school.

There is a Sacred Space, on the school corridor, that reflects the liturgical seasons and with religious
symbols and visible signs of our Catholic faith.

Parents are made aware of the Catholic Ethos through the school prospectus and website.

There is ongoing communication with the Fr. Heaney, and he is a regular visitor to all classrooms
and the staffroom.

Missionary awareness is highlighted through the school’s support and engagement with Trocaire.
Social justice awareness is highlighted through the school’s support and engagement with charities
such as the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

Prayer in our School:

o Formal prayers are recited during the school day. These prayers are taken from the list
appended. This list contains the formal prayers to be learned in each class (Appendix 1:
Formal Prayers)

e School Prayer at assemblies, communal prayer time and liturgical celebrations are
timetabled during the school year e.g. Monday Reflections, Christmas Prayer Service,
Advent and Lent Celebrations, Catholic Schools Week Celebration, 6+ class Mass.

e Important Feast Days are celebrated throughout the Church Year, e.g. Mass is attended on
December 8+, January 6.

e There is time for prayer in every classroom at various times of the day.

e Children know their formal prayers and Mass responses as indicated by the curriculum;
Level 1 p59; Level 2 page 74; Level 3 p 94; Level 4 page 120.

e Children have the opportunity to experience different forms of prayer, e.g. meditation,
contemplation, spontaneous prayer.

Teaching staff Input:

e Religious education is timetabled in each classroom for the designated time of 2 % hours per
week.

e All teachers have access online to the Pre-School and Primary Religious Education
Curriculum for Ireland.

e All teachers have the relevant Grow in Love material needed to teach religious education in
their classroom.

e Opportunities for ongoing professional development are offered to teachers.

e Further support for teachers is provided by the schools Religious Committee, chaired by Fr.
Heaney.
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Classroom teaching and pupil learning:

In teaching Religious Education, teachers are enabling children to learn the skills of moral, spiritual
and religious literacy so that their understanding of their Christian Faith is constantly deepened, and
they develop a mature and informed response to God’s call to relationship. The skills of religious
literacy as defined by the curriculum are understanding, communicating, participating, and added to
these are the further skills of spiritual literacy and interreligious literacy. (Curriculum page 35-37)
The following will help ensure that this can be achieved:

The Strands, as outlined in the Religious Education Curriculum, are covered at each class
level. Christian Faith, Word of God, Liturgy & Prayer and Christian Morality.

The following approved textbooks/workbooks are in use in the school.
Junior/Senior Infants: Grow in Love 1 & 2

First/Second: Grow in Love 3 & 4

Third/Fourth: Grow in Love 5 & 6

Fifth/Sixth: Grow in Love 7 & 8

There is a set of Bibles available for pupil use in senior classes.

Children are provided with opportunities to learn by heart traditional prayers, Mass
responses, hymns, biblical texts, faith words and faith summaries as outlined in the
programme of religious education in use in the classroom. Monday Reflections are used as an
opportunity to learn new prayers and mass responses as a whole school.

Additional resources being used:
Catholic School Week Resources, Supplementary Online Resources, Visiting NET Team.

Classroom Environment:

There is a Sacred Space in every classroom. This space reflects the movement of the
liturgical seasons. It also contains samples of the children’s work, religious symbols, posters
& pictures.

Every Prayer Space has a bible.

There are symbols of the Catholic faith in every classroom e.g. a Holy Water Font, Religious
Icon or Picture, Cross or Crucifix.

Partnership with Parents:

Our school seeks to involve parents in their children’s religious education by

Making a link with home in religious education regularly.
Encouraging parents to have a prayer space at home.

Ensuring parents know which prayers their children are learning and encouraging them to
pray with their children at home.

Inviting parents to attend Prayer services, Masses and other religious celebrations.

Parents are involved in the preparation of their children for First Holy Communion, First
Penance and Confirmation. Fr. Heaney runs online preparation classes for both First
Holy Communion and Confirmation candidates.

Parish:

Relationships between school and parish leadership are fostered and encouraged.
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e Parish leadership, alongside the school, will plan for visitation of classrooms, celebration
of Feast Days, key liturgical celebrations in the school calendar, sacramental preparation
and celebration in the school/church where feasible.

Pupils of other Faiths and none:

e We have a copy of the Catholic Schools Partnership document: Catholic Primary Schools in
a Changing Ireland (2015).

e Children of other faiths are included in the teaching of the Grow in Love/Alive-O
programmes and prayers through parental consent.
e The procedures by which the school co-operates with the parents (and/or the religious

leaders) of pupils who are not Catholic is that these pupils remain in classes during Religion
Lessons.

This Policy was ratified by the Board of Management of St Tolas N.S on 26" February 2025

Signed: e armm C ¢
Chairperson Board of Management
Date:

e
Slgne_d: i 2N
Principal
Board of Management office@sttolas.com
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Formal Prayers

APPENDIX 1:

Title of Prayer Junior Infants | Senior Infants | 1st [ 2nd | 3rd | 4th | 5th | 6th
Sign of the Cross v v v v |V |V |V |V
Comhartha na Croise v |V [V |V |V |V
Hail Mary v v VAR VAR RVARN RVARN RVAR RV 4
Our Father v v v v [V |V |V |V
Glory be to the Father v v v v [V |V |V |V
Morning Prayer v v VAR VAR RVARN RVAR RVAR RV 4
Night Prayer v v v |V [V |V |V |V
Grace Before Meals v v v |V |V |V |V |V
Grace After Meals v v v |V |V |V |V |V
Prayer to Guardian Angel |V v v |V [V |V |V |V
Hail Holy Queen v |V |V |V
Prayer to Mary v |V |V |V
Prayer to Jesus VAN RVARN RVAR RVAN RVAN RV
Confiteor v |V [V |V |V |V
Title of Prayer Junior Infants | Senior Infants | 1st [ 2nd | 3rd | 4th | 5th | 6th
Act of Sorrow v |V |V |V |V |V
Prayer for Forgiveness v v |V |V |V |V
Prayer after for Forgiveness VAR VAR RVARN RV AN RV AR RV
Mass Responses v v v v |V |V |V |V
Gloria v |V |V [V |V
Prayers before Communion VAR RVARN RVAR RVAR V4
Prayers after Communion v |V |V |V |V
An Paidir v |V |V |V
Sé do Bheatha a Mhuire v |V |V |V
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Gloir don Athair v |V |V |V
The Angelus v |V |V |V
The Apostles Creed v |V |V |V
The Memorare v |V |V
The Magpnificat v |V |V
Mysteries of the Rosary v |V |V
Nicene Creed AR
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